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2. CRA SR&ED Statistics & Red Book Access 
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1) New SR&ED Director General (DG) 
July 2021, Lorraine Redekop  

• Replaces Jason Charron (2017-2021) 
• Some comments integrated into this 

presentation 



2) CRA SR&ED Statistics  
Red Book access restricted? 

 • Large fluctuations in approved claims 2020-
2022 

• Mostly related to 15% claimants 
• Likely due to clearing of prior year objections 

& appeals  
• Per DG: we are no longer making the detailed 

Redbook data available publicly, however we 
will continue to make macro-level program 
data available.  
 
 



Balances provided by DG office 



Large increases 2020 to 2021 
Mostly 15% claimants 

SR&ED claim intake Year end Mar 31, 2020
Claims  ITC's Claims  ITC's  ITC's Claims ITC's ITC's

Claimed Allowed* Claimed Allowed*
National 19,959 $3,046,754 21,707 $3,700,000 $4,661,935 -1% 40%

Refundable (35%) 12,069 $1,363,208 14,039 $1,599,717 $2,015,615 6% 33%
Refundable TPR (35%) 2,805 $149,665 3,319
Non-Refundable (15%) 3,466 $1,142,062 3,117 $2,100,283 $2,646,320 37% 82%
Non-Refundable TPR (15%) 1,424 $311,680 1,101
Other 195 $80,138 131

19,959 21,707
Source: CRA Redbook Source: CRA SR&ED Director General Office 

Variance 2020-202131-Mar-21



Stabilizing 2021 to 2022 - 
shift to 35% claimants 

SR&ED claim intake
Claims  ITC's  ITC's Claims ITC's Claims ITC's

Claimed Allowed* Claimed
National 21,707 $3,700,000 $4,661,935 20,332 $3,259,377 3% -23%

Refundable (35%) 14,039 $1,599,717 $2,015,615 $1,900,708 19%
Refundable TPR (35%) 3,319
Non-Refundable (15%) 3,117 $2,100,283 $2,646,320 $1,358,670 -35%
Non-Refundable TPR (15%) 1,101
Other 131

21,707 20,332
Source: CRA SR&ED Director General Office Source: CRA SR&ED Director General Office 
* - ITC's allowed may relateto prior periods

31-Mar-2231-Mar-21 Variance 2021-2022



3) CRA Guidelines on SR&ED eligibility  
Aug. 13, 2021 



New focus : Why & How ? 



Why = TA  
(Technological Advancemment) 



TU (Technological Uncertainty)  
Prior Art / Standard Practice 

 
 
 
 
 



Why (or why not)? = TU  
Conclusions vs. Results 



Defining Prior Art / Standard Practice 



The "How" requirement 
TU & Conclusions vs. Results = TA 



Other ideas & concepts 

• Elon Musk – “recursive effects” 
 

• Source - Elon Musk: SpaceX, Mars, Tesla 
Autopilot, Self-Driving, Robotics, and AI | Lex 
Fridman Podcast #252 

• Video clip  
 

https://youtube.com/clip/Ugkxj7klaXJdbSLytWqagjBAD15J756JMxkj


Recursive effects 

 
 
 



Recursive effects = System Uncertainty 

• Synonymous with “system uncertainty”? 
• Understanding “how” component relate to 

the “whole system”  - key concept fo SR&ED 
• Simple example – using rockets  

– Concepts & Ideas to help guide claimants 

• Some terms > insightful for claimants 
– E.g. Prior Art vs. Standard Practice  



Feedback  

• Do you think the new directives simplify the 
process? 

• Any other ideas or suggestions? 
• Email: admin@sredstakeholder.ca  

mailto:admin@sredstakeholder.ca


4) Federal budget Apr. 7, 2022 –  
review of SR&ED program 

• 2022 Budget page 63 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Patent box incentives? 

- Part III - We will discuss Quebec patent box 
incentives for examples & issues 





5) CRA April 6, 2022  warning re. false 
SR&ED info 

 
 



Additional comments from New 
SR&ED Director General,  

Lorraine Redekop 
• As indicated in the message we issued on April 6, 

we have observed a recent increase in claims 
containing false and/or fraudulent information.   

• In response to this increase, we’ve reviewed and 
updated our processes with regards to integrity in 
the SR&ED program, including the protection of 
SR&ED program data.   

• Following this review, we are developing a revised 
approach to data management that balances 
transparency with the need to safeguard program 
integrity.   
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



6) CRA SR&ED  
Self Assessment Learning Tool 

“SALT”  
Nov 30, 2021 update 



November 30, 2021 version 



    
 



Legend for SR&ED eligibility indicators 

• Positive – generally supportive 
• Neutral – need proper explanations or could 

go either way  
• Negative – typically counter to eligibility  



Objectives & knowledge advancment 

 
 
 

Positive for eligibility 

Neutral for eligibility 



Technological Uncertainty &  
Standard Practice 

 
 
 

   
 
 



Government Funding  

Note:  Involvement of listed groups may increase probability of eligibility 



Timeline & status  



Activities: + & - indicators 

 
 
 

  
                                                                      

  



Analysis: + & - indicators 
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